What is a Riparian Area?

Riparian areas are the areas bordering on
streams, lakes, and wetlands that link water
to land. The blend of streambed, water, trees,
shrubs and grasses directly influences and
provides fish habitat.
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Otecting Riparian Areas
Important

Preventing damage to riparian fish habitat is
easier than restoring it if damage has occurred.
Waterfront land owners have a direct role to play
in ensuring the health of their local watercourse.
For example, land owners can contribute to

the restoration of riparian areas by allowing
natural re-vegetation to take its course and re-
establishing native plants.
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For More Information

Consult your local government to learn about the
permit and approval process for developments in
your riparian area.

Visit the provincial Riparian Areas Regulation
website for more information.
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Quick Guide

for Waterfront
Land Owners
& Developers

If you have a stream,
lake, wetland or ditch on
or beside your property,
there are things you
need to know.

Provincial and, or Federal legislation may apply
to you. This brochure is intended to assist land
owners & property developers who are planning
development activities in riparian areas adjacent
to streams or other water bodies.

This pamphlet is a guide only. It is not a substitute
for the Federal Fisheries Act, the Riparian Areas
Regulation, or your local government’s bylaws.

Ministry of
BRITISH Forests, Lands and
COLUMBIA Natural Resource Operations



Standards are in Place
to Protect Fish

You need to follow local standards to protect
riparian habitat when your development project
is near a stream, river, creek, pond, lake, ditch,
spring or wetland, if it provides fish habitat or
nutrients to fish habitat.

Fish habitats are areas on which fish
depend directly or indirectly for a variety
of needs including spawning, nursery,
rearing, food supply and migration.
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The Riparian Areas Regulation is provi cial
legislation that requires local governments to

enact bylaws that protect riparianiareas during
residential, commercial, and-industrial-development.

property assessed by a Qualified Environmental
Professional. The assessment will determine

the width of the Streamside Protection and
Enhancement Area (SPEA) on your property.
Development may be restricted in this area if it has
the potential to damage vegetation and/or interfere
with the ability of the riparian area to provide fish
habitat. Additional measures to maintain riparian
habitat such as sediment and erosion control, may
be included in the assessment.

DIAGRAM 1: lllustration of the 30m Riparian

Assessment Area requiring compliance with the
Riparian Areas Requlation.

HIGH WATERMARK

Qualified Environmental Professionals
(QEPS) include agrologists, biologists,
foresters, geoscientists, and technologists
who are in good standing with their
respective professional organizations
working in their area of expertise.

How Do | Proceed?
CHECK LOCAL BYLAWS

check with your local
government for the rules that
apply to developing property
within the riparian area (within
30m of a stream, shore or
ravine bank see diagram 1).
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IF LOCAL BYLAWS DO NOT

STIPULATE SETBACKS

you will require an assessment ABIDE BY SETBACKS
from a Qualified Environmental layed out in local bylaws.
Professional in order to Go to Step 6.

determine the setbacks and
protection measures. Itis
strongly advised that you

conduct this assessment
before actual site development.

USING STANDARD PROCEDURE W
the assessment determines
which measures must be

taken before, during and
after development, in order
to comply with the Riparian
Areas Regulation.

with the stipulations in the

assessment, the development
proposal must be redesigned t
occur outside the riparian area

A RECORD OF THE V
ASSESSMENT

is reviewed and filed with

the provincial government.

AFTER THE ASSESSMENT

the local government may
proceed with their approval
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cal government for bylaws that apply to your development.



